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Now concerning the collection . . .

St XXXXX’s Church, XXXXX
Planned Giving Review
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The title of this booklet comes from St Paul’s first letter to the Church in Corinth.  You can look it up in your Bible (it comes after Romans – and three books after the Gospel according to John).  Paul was one of the first evangelists (he was also famous for his conversion experience) and diligently kept in touch with churches he founded.  They were full of people new to the Christian faith and he was quite firm in what he thought they ought to do.

He wrote about many subjects and managed to link the mundane and boring matters back to teaching from Jesus.  Even though Paul was writing well over 1,900 years ago, a lot of what he said then makes sense now.  At PARISH NAME, we need to explore the issue of giving of money.  All of us who are part of the Church are being asked to do this.  No one person, or household, is being singled out.

All that we ask is that we respond as we can – when Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth a second time, he provided the reassurance and challenge that a person is acceptable whatever they can afford – never mind what is beyond their means (2 Cor 8:12).

From the passage at which we are mainly looking, (1 Cor 16), verse 2 seems the most important.  There are few words but they all count.

· We are encouraged to set aside, for God, from the first of our income.

In practical terms, in 20XX, this means many things.  We could all give by bank Standing Order on the day on which our salary or normal income arrives.  This may be easier than fumbling around for cash on a Sunday morning.  (It also saves the Treasurer taking the same cash back to the bank on a Monday.)

It also means that we are giving of our best – remember the amazement of the guests at the wedding feast at Cana when the best wine (which had been turned into wine from water) was served last.

It also means that we are putting God first in our budget (with first being first, and not most), which is quite symbolic in our priorities.

· We are encouraged to store up as we prosper.

This means that we do give of what we have and not what we have not.  The wealthier of us should, ideally, be giving more than the less wealthy.

It also means that we reduce our giving when our income goes down, as well as increase our giving when our income increases.

· We are encouraged to abolish the collection place.

This is so important that it is worth quoting directly,

‘that there be no collections’.

Think what this could mean!

· No fumbling around for change.

· People able to feel that they can come for who they are and not for what they have got.

· A sense of unconditional welcome.

· And an annual review of giving, which will encourage us all to think and pray about how and what we give whilst discouraging the leadership team from always banging on about money.

It could be bliss!

Verse 3 is also quite helpful in a contemporary setting.  Whilst the main item of parish expenditure does not get sent to Jerusalem, it does get sent to Wells.  This is the case with all parishes.  The Diocesan Office, in Wells, receives approximately £10,500,000 from parishes and spends almost the same sum on deploying, housing and training clergy and supporting parishes across Somerset.

There is a helpful presentation on YouTube which explains this quite well.  You can find it by searching for ‘Bath & Wells Common Fund’.
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As with personal giving, there is no set sum.  Larger congregations contribute more than smaller congregations.  Churches are encouraged to self assess relative wealth and this produces a per head request of between £8.00 - £14.00 per member per week.  If all churches were growing, this would reduce.  In the meantime, places which cannot afford the financial cost of a priest (including us until this year!) are supported by places which can afford to contribute more.

Thank you for reading this far!  On the opposite page is a response form, which also has a bank Standing Order form and Gift Aid Declaration.  You can use the bank details shown to create a Standing Order online.

We do ask that response forms are returned to church at services held on DATE and DATE.  Please use the plain envelope as all responses will be dedicated, at the altar, on those days.  All responses are equally valid – regardless of what they are.

Please remember that you can:-

· Increase your giving, if this is the correct response for you.

· Reduce your giving, if this is the correct response for you.

· Rededicate your current giving, if this is the correct response for you.

The Gift Aid element enables your giving to increase in value, providing you have paid sufficient Income Tax.  If you can, please complete this as part of your response.

Finally, we have produced the words from the Bible text on the back page of this booklet.

Very finally – thank you for your response.  It is hugely appreciated.
Please complete 

Full name [CAPITALS PLEASE] 

………………………………………………………………..
Address ….……………………………………............
…………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………
Postcode ……………………………

Telephone ……………………………………………….
Email ……………………………………………………….
I wish to give/continue to give £ ………….. monthly/quarterly/annually until further notice starting on ………………… (date)

I would like to give/continue to give by:-


Standing Order


Regular envelopes


Other………………………………………
Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer and eligible to Gift Aid your donation, please complete the form below.  This will increase your gift by 25p for every £1 given (at current rate), at no extra cost to you or us.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made from the date of this declaration and in the past four years.  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………
Standing Order


Your bank and account

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………









Address ………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………
Please pay £ …………… 

monthly/quarterly/annually from my bank account (details above) to:

The Church’s bank and account 
(Church to complete) 

Account name 

……………………………………………………………….








Sort Code

 


 


Account no

 


 


 

Bank name 

……………………………………………………………….







Address ………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Starting on ………………. (date) until further notice.

This order cancels any previous instructions in favour of the above named Parochial Church Council.

Signed
………………………………………………….
Date 
……………………………











1 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.  4 If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me.


(1 Corinthians 16: 1 – 3)











12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.


(2 Corinthians 12: 12)
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