Prayers for Peace

For inner peace

Set free, O Lord, the souls of your servants

from all restlessness and anxiety.

Give us your peace and power,

and so keep us that, in all perplexity and distress,

we may abide in you,

upheld by your strength

and stayed on the rock of your faithfulness;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—From the Book of Common Order of the Church of Scotland, St. Andrew Press.

For peace in the church

God of our lives,

by the power of your Holy Spirit

we have been drawn together by one baptism into one faith,
serving one Lord and Savior.

Do not let us tear away from one another
through division or hard argument.

May your peace embrace our differences,
preserving us in unity,

as one body of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
—from the Worship Book, Westminster, 1970

Prayer for reconciliation

Loving God,

you have reconciled us in Christ Jesus

and have given us the ministry of reconciliation.

We pray for all those from whom we are estranged.
Bring healing to strained or broken relationships.
Forgive us for the times we have wronged others,
whether by ignorance, neglect, or intention.

Grant us the courage and the grace to seek their forgiveness
and opportunity to make amends.

Where others have wronged us,

grant us a gracious spirit,

that we might forgive

even as we have been forgiven in Jesus Christ. Amen.

(From the reformed Church of America)
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