So, what next?

We have included a response form and envelope.  Please use these as you are able.  All members of the PCC have made their response and these will be dedicated, with others, on XXXXX. 
Please come to our special service on XXXXX and join in the celebration of our giving; our ability to give, God’s giving and God’s continual giving to us. 
Thank you for reading this.

Thank you for your prayer prior to response.

Thank you for your response.

Thank you for you.
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XXXXX
20XX
Picture of church 
Last year we sent out a leaflet that looked a little like this one.  People read it and people responded.  For the first time for some time, the Church managed to pay all of its bills.  This is a cause for rejoicing.  Since then we have recognised that most of us have an income change each year.  So an annual giving review is a good idea. 

As last year, we can Review what we give; how we give; and when we give


What
=
how much


How
=
standing order or envelope


When
=
monthly or weekly, depending on when you receive your income
Renew
an opportunity for us all to rededicate our giving – of everything and not just money.
Rejoice
celebrate our ability to give and what our giving does.
This year we have a special service on Sunday  XXXXX at which responses will be received.  All will be confidential – an envelope for your response is with this leaflet and we will have some spare ones if you forget to bring it with you.  But, how to respond?  And, if you responded last year, do you need to this year?  A few thoughts on which to ponder are below. 
Giving should be regular.  We all receive regularly – be it pension or wage; benefit or salary.  Our Giving back to God should also be regular.  The standing order or envelope scheme helps us with this.  And, don’t get flushed if you pass the plate by – see such an action as a badge of honour for you have taken your Giving back to God seriously and put Him first in your budget and signed the standing order. 

Giving should be realistic.  Average planned giving in the Diocese of Bath & Wells in 2017 was £11.90 per week.  That may be a challenge, but it does show what does happen elsewhere.  Realistic needs to be realistic for you as well.  You need heating in your house.  Do you need that magazine/newspaper? 
Giving should also be responsive.  That does not mean responding solely to this leaflet!  It does mean responding to all that God has given and done for you.  You know better than any one what this is.  Sit and pray about your response.  Reflect upon it and bring it with you on XXXXX. 
Parish financial news 
In 20XX:

our income was
£XX,XXX
we spent
£ XX,XXX
and we paid our full share of the cost of clergy, ministry and mission across the Diocese.

In previous years others had to pick up the tab and, whilst they were willing, we can hold our heads up high.  We can also start planning for the future being able to invest in youth work; older people’s work or whatever else goes on in XXXXX.  This could not have happened without you and a giving review will enable this to continue. 
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