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The House Built on Rock . . . ?

The well known parable of houses built on sand and rock is one that Jesus used to illustrate the importance of firm foundations of faith.

Faith is how we respond to God in all aspects of our lives.  This booklet looks at the issue of our Giving of Money in order that we can all review our giving.  We want the resources available to the parish to be firm in foundation in order that we can grow and go forward as our new Rector arrives.

In 20XX, our church received income of £       and spent £
It looks as though the 20XX figures will show income of £  and expenditure of £
Whilst, in 20XX, the figures currently work out at income of £    with expenditure of £
The gap can be closed, but only if we all review our giving.

Review means just that.  It is not a coded message that says you must give more.
You must only give more if your income has increased since you last reviewed your giving.

In a growing church, there may be some people who have never even thought about what they give.  It just happens.

The next four pages may help in your review of giving.

Planned Giving
The first planned giving scheme was invented by Moses.  It talks of giving of first fruits back to God.  In contemporary England, this can work out as you making your offering on the day that you receive your income – monthly pay cheque equals monthly giving; weekly pay packet equals weekly giving.

Either way, God comes first (not most) in your budget.  The plate can pass you by at church, but you must still join in the thanksgiving prayer at the offertory!
Proportionate Giving
There are those who argue that a tithe (10% of income) is what should be given.  Such a rule can be very harsh on the less well off yet too easy for the better off.  Say an organisation pays its Chief Executive £200,000 pa and its lowest paid staff £18,000 pa.  One has £180,000 remaining after a tithe, whilst the other has £16,200 remaining.  Who is giving most sacrificially?  Adopting proportionate giving does enable annual personal review.

Prayerful Giving
But, if not a tithe, what should I give?  How do I work it out?

We suggest conversing with God in prayer.  A conversation is a two-way process which involves speaking and listening.  Perhaps you will want to look at current outgoings and, over time, adjust those in order to give the priority to Giving back to God that you want, which may be different from that which circumstances allow at present.

Personal Giving
Any response has to be between you and God.  No one is going to tell you how much to give (you may like to know that in 2017 the weekly average across the diocese was £11.90 per week).  That is up to you.

It helps our Treasurer if you could indicate what you plan to give whilst HM Revenue & Customs require checkable details if the Gift Aid scheme is used.

We do operate to the highest possible standards of confidentiality in this area of discipleship and faith.
Giving reviews are something which are an integral part of parish life across the country.

Nationally, the Church has promoted ‘Giving for Life’.  A leaflet is enclosed in your information pack.  It may help in putting giving into context.
It is also important to mention that our youth ministry is being funded by specific grants and donations.  The resourcing of our youth worker is from giving and we are seeking some grants.

We will also access grants for major building repairs as and when they arise.  Attending to routine maintenance does reduce major repair costs.

If you have any specific questions, please ask them.

What happens next?

This booklet has been prepared by a small group of people within the parish.  We hope that you have found it of interest.

Please think about your response and then use the response slips provided, remembering to complete your name and address.  The envelopes in which you can seal your response will preserve confidentiality.

When you have made your response, please pass the folder to the next person on the list.  There are several folders travelling around the parish so that all who are connected with the church have a chance to take part.
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