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Marriage and Commitment in our Community 

There is much in the Bible relating to marriage.  The first miracle took place at a marriage in the village of Cana in Galilee where Jesus turned water into wine.

We are celebrating marriage in our community.  We are doing this in our village setting and our church.  It is intended to celebrate commitment within our families and within the family of our church and its community.  It will be fun.

Those who have a link with the Church are also being asked to celebrate their commitment to God, through his Church, in XXXXX.

As the arrival of our new Rector draws closer, this celebration of commitment becomes even more important.  In the service of welcome to him/her, we will be asked questions to which the answer is, “With God’s help, we will!”  This is a proclamation of confidence; confidence in the future of our church here in our community.

As his/her ministry develops amongst us, there will be many opportunities to develop and express our commitment.  "Christians are challenged to be generous in every aspect of their lives.  It's not only about giving money, but offering hospitality, giving time and using our skills-in our church, and also in our homes, our work places and communities.  Giving is the outworking of faith." Taken from “Giving for Life”, The Archbishops’ Council, 2009.  
Jesus gave up everything to save us. He left the power and glory He had in Heaven to come down to earth so He could lay down His life for us. He taught us to love one another – even our enemies. He told us to give generously to anyone who asks and to take care of the poor.
We can all think of examples of how individuals in our community give their time and thought and love to help others.  This is evident in our school, village hall, in the medical services we enjoy, our church and in so many aspects of our community.  Conversely, there is still much to be done and this was recognised when we drew up, our vision plan for our church.  One of the immediate priorities was to, “Enable lay people to fully support our new incumbent - recognising their gifts, and providing training to encourage the use of their gifts”.

It is often thought that Jesus spoke more about relationships than any other subject.  However, it was the use of money and possessions about which he challenged the early Church more than any other matter.
At this stage in the development of our church, we need to renew our financial thinking and our commitment and improve our church:

· Paying the day-to-day bills including the Parish Share,
· supporting the less well off,

· welcoming everyone to our services, and maintaining and improving the church building,

· resourcing the mission and ministry of God’s Church in our community,

are all our responsibility.

God has given us the ability so let’s use it.

The Bible talks of proportionate giving:

Luke 21: 1-4 Jesus watches the people presenting their gifts at the temple. Some rich people give large sums of money.  A poor widow offers one small coin. Jesus praised her, commending the widow’s offering.

We know that:

· some are wealthier than others,
· and some are from households with several dependents and existing commitments which cannot be easily changed.
When we are able, we are asked by the diocese to review our financial giving annually, giving 5% of after-tax income to the church, and a similar amount to other work “that helps build God's kingdom”.  “Giving for Life”, The Archbishops’ Council, 2009. 

Giving back to God is easier if we undertake it in a spirit of thanksgiving for what he has given us, and love for him.  As with a marriage, these are things which benefit from a bit of effort.

As you ponder your response, reflect on things which you have and enjoy.  All of us have so much to be thankful for.  

It is possible to increase the amount of your contribution if you pay Income Tax and complete the Declaration with this booklet, the Government will increase it by 25% at no cost to you.

Thus


£30 per month becomes £37.50


£50 per month becomes £62.50

and the figures work pro-rata.

And if we follow the Biblical teaching of giving first to God (first means just that.  It is not a code for most).

The easiest way to do this is to complete the bank Standing Order enclosed with this booklet and date it for the day that your regular income is paid in.  That way, your giving is first.  Then there is no need to contribute to the collection plate.  We will have some discs for you to use during services.

It is important for you to know what your money is used for – what it does – so we have prepared an insert for this booklet.  This shows what we spend and where.

On the reverse, there is information about what our Parish Share (the largest item of expenditure) does.

What happens next?

This booklet is being circulated as part of a ‘Pass-it-on Pack’, which has an envelope for you containing:

· The parish booklet

· A response form for each adult in your household 

· A response form: pledge, Gift Aid Declaration and Standing Order 

· A white ‘Response envelope’.

First of all please read the parish booklet, which outlines the plans and aspirations for our parish.

Then consider carefully how you can make a renewed Christian commitment towards the achievement of our aims by the ways described on the appropriate forms in the ‘Pass-it-on’ folder.  So much is already being done, but we can do so much more.

Please complete the response forms within a day or two, seal them in the response envelope and place it in the large brown envelope in the Pass-it-on Pack.  When you have done this, please pass the Pack to the next person listed on the front within 48 hours.

Thank you for your time reading this information.  Thank you for your response.  Thank you for all that you presently do.  It is appreciated.

O God, our heavenly Father, who so loved the world that you gave your only Son to die upon the cross: Pour your love into our hearts, we humbly beseech you; that we loving you above all things, may give up ourselves, our time, our money, our talents, to your service; for the sake of him who loved us and gave himself for us, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

John R W Stott
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